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CHRYSALIS MONTESSORI SCHOOL — ELECTRONIC SPEED ZONE SIGNS 
Grievance 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [9.18 am]: I thank the Minister for Transport for accepting my 
grievance today about prioritising the installation of 40-kilometre-an-hour LED signs on Parkland Road in 
Glendalough outside the Chrysalis Montessori School. 
Chrysalis Montessori School was established in 1990 at a temporary site in North Perth with only three teachers 
and 23 families. In 1991, the school moved to its current site on Parkland Road in Glendalough and is now 
a well-established and popular school in the area. About 145 children aged between three years and 12 years 
currently attend Chrysalis Montessori School. Recently the school started a playgroup three mornings a week for 
children aged from 18 months. The total number of children attending the school throughout the week is 
approximately 155. 
Parkland Road connects the busier thoroughfares of Harborne Street and Jon Sanders Drive, and, as such, the 
school has had to manage with the traffic flow along the road in front of it. In more recent years, however, 
commercial development in the area has seen traffic volume increase significantly, and with it the risk to the 
lives of the children attending Chrysalis Montessori School. Herdsman Business Park, situated on Parkland Road 
and Hasler Road, was developed in 2010 and added to the existing commercial development in the area. 
Government Procurement and Building Management and Works, within the state Department of Finance, occupy 
office space in the new development. As a direct result of this development, the school has witnessed a rapid 
increase in not only the number of vehicles travelling along Parkland Road, but also those using it for parking, 
which has made the road extremely busy. 

The City of Stirling’s engineering department provided my office with traffic count data from October 2012 that 
demonstrates the average weekday traffic flow equals around 5 196 vehicles per day. Other data includes the 
morning peak hour traffic flow of 732 vehicles per hour between 8.00 am and 9.00 am and the afternoon peak 
hour traffic flow of 565 vehicles per hour between 5.00 pm and 6.00 pm. The percentage of motorists exceeding 
50 kilometres an hour during the day is 36.5 per cent—that is, approximately one in every three vehicles—and 
the percentage of motorists exceeding 40 kilometres an hour during the school zone period equals 51.8 per cent, 
or approximately one in every two vehicles. This rise in vehicle numbers over the past two years has 
significantly increased the risk to children attending Chrysalis Montessori School, and parents and the school 
staff fear for the safety of the children. 
I know the minister and the state government are working diligently to fulfil our election promise of providing 
flashing 40-kilometre-an-hour LED signs for all schools and that this will take time. However, given the current 
and increasing risk to children attending Chrysalis Montessori School, I would ask that this school be made 
a priority for the 40-kilometre-an-hour LED flashing sign program. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.21 am]: I thank the member for his grievance 
today. As I mentioned in the previous grievance, the state government recognises the importance of improving 
the safety of children on their journey to and from school. In 1997, as an initiative of the Court coalition 
government, the first 40-kilometre-an-hour school zones were introduced in Western Australia. Despite those 
initiatives, some motorists continue to disregard the 40-kilometre-an-hour school zone speed-limit signs in some 
locations, despite frequent additional enforcement by the WA Police. A major advance in improving safety and 
driver observance of 40-kilometre-an-hour school zones has been achieved in recent years with the development 
of solar-powered 40-kilometre-an-hour flashing electronic school zone signs. The Liberal–National state 
government is delivering on its commitment to allocate $36 million to ensure that every school zone across WA 
has 40-kilometre-an-hour flashing signs installed over the next three years. 

The concerns raised today by the member for Churchlands on behalf of the Chrysalis Montessori Primary School 
community are certainly acknowledged, and he has raised this matter with me on a number of occasions. 
Incidences of drivers ignoring school zone speed limits cannot be tolerated. It is certainly appreciated that this 
school is located on a narrow local road in an office and commercial environment. The school currently has 
static school zone signs as well as 40-kilometre-an-hour yellow markings on the road surface of Parkland Street. 
It was not possible to include this location in the 2014–15 installation program. However, it will be given high 
priority when developing next year’s program. Importantly, as a result of the government’s commitment, every 
school with a 40-kilometre-an-hour school zone will have flashing lights by the end of the 2016–17 financial 
year. 
As at 30 June 2014, some 237 school zones have been upgraded to include electronic signs. Members will be 
interested to know that instead of the usual 60 to 66 installations per year as in recent years, the program will 
deliver around 73 sites in the current year, increasing significantly to around 760 over the two following 
financial years. This unprecedented level of funding is being provided from the road trauma trust account, which 
is returning speed camera and red-light infringement revenue to directly improve safety on our roads. 
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Electronic school zone signs are well regarded by schools, parents and motorists because they are highly visible 
and remove any confusion about when the 40-kilometre-an-hour speed limit applies around schools. The 
installation program has been extremely successful in raising driver awareness and safety around our schools. 
The high number of approaches my office receives seeking the installation of these signs from members on both 
sides of this house is a clear indication of the success and importance of the government’s initiative. The 
government is delivering on its commitment, and is making real progress to ensure the daily safety of kids 
around schools throughout Western Australia.  
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